Part I

Antisemitism in Germany



Cha te Q

Antis mtismint WMid [ Ages

Inview th factthatmillio of Jews were systematically tortured to death at the

hands f Germans it plaus1  to that ost Germans Vi lently
tisemni Y th histonans disagree in their nf  tisemitism in
Germany belie that Hitl responsibl fc the destruc if the:
tha th Holocaust ul hav happened th)uthis rage Other
historians maintain that th  tisemitism th Germans helped Hitl to expedi~
hiz anihilations still thers like Go dhagen, maintain that Hi ul¢ ha
er carrizd  ut his massive executi lans thainth antis tism which

dieply grained the averag German.

Inth folli wing will besh that tisemitism th Miidl Ages
m« pron od in the German lan  than ath pean tries. It will alsn
be diseussed that for three generatio  hefore Hi: cametopo  Gentiles .

had lived peacefully ~Germany and tha their cong fforts cor trihutad  neh to

th ipati ofth ppressed to th f enlightenment in polit  and
th gy
Th ittled  Grermanv trade- craftsmen  the wake fthe Roman

a1 Their first tragi phase began 9 wh they were massacred C§ th
crusad The crusad beg th pilgnmage aimin to destroy th
Mos ems  the Holy land. As they gamed entum  ving through th
Rhin rem1 andal ng the Danube they humed Jewish settlements and tortured
killed tho who wauld not hec Christians [n the follc santuri the Jews



had a turbulent existence throughout Europe. At certain times and localities they.
were free to travel, were granted protection, and given certain privileges and
concessions. At other times they were restricted in their movements, put into
ghettos, heavily taxed, forbidden to marry, plundered, tortured, and killed.

Though Goldhagen presents the “Jewish Problem” as an indigenous German one, the
facts show it started in Rome and was present m all European countries. Several
popes had ruled that the Jews must serve Christians for not having accepted Christ,
as formalized by the Decretal of Innocent IIT in his “perpetua servitus” in 1205. In
France and in Germany various ecclesiastical and secular rulers often disagreed about
the meaning of “eternal service”—whom and how the Jews should serve. In England,
where the authority was more centralized, Edward the Confessor had ruled in 1135
that the Jews were to serve the King only (servi camere regis). He decreed that they
were free to travel, pay taxes only to him, and that harming a Jew would be like
harming the King’s property. Though the Jews could not be harmed by others they
could be killed or banned from England only by the King’s command as it finally
happened in 1290.

Goldhagen points to the many ritual murder accusations and the subsequent pogroms
which occurred in Germany, refering to the German people, he states: “thé will to kill
was . ... embedded deep in their belief about the Jews.” However, as documented
by Langmuir (1990) the first recorded accusation of ritual murder occurred in
Norwich, England around 1150. Thomas of Manmoth generated the account of the
“Boy William” to show that the Jews still crucify Christians in order to insult Christ
and to acquire blood for their own ritnals. Later, around 1200, the Abbot of Saint-
Mont-Michel recorded that the Jews had crucified “Young Richard” at Pontoise.
England acquired her most famous mythical victim in 1155 with the death of “Hugh
of Lincoln.” Henry III, King of England, investigated this alledged crucifiction



fantasy that the J¢  kill Christians for ritual cannibalism. and had Je

executed. This ™ first tin of wsorderedby maj authority Hugh
enshrined  saintinthe L!  [n Cathedral. iythe middl ofthe th century

Englan had four such shrines established for the alledged ‘ictims Mritual urders

Concerning the ritual trail  modemn Germany Go dhagen (p. 64 cites Pulzer 964
terlin 96 ) wh reported that  ritual trials took lace in Germany and
Austria  tw "7 and that th liberal wspap treated the
tual uvrd charges pro  facts This, however ded acemmt  there
s i in swspaper and  urt records that nsti  did  vail in th trial
Hanten in 92 wh the nhli prose utor pleaded for acquittal and th
accused, J¢ ws were exhonerated. There also th trial b 00 h th
itn wicted f pegury where th  edi f an antisemi
WsDaper ail for slander against th tribunal pers 1. CAdl 96

n and Germany th freatmen pfthe th  thand 4th  tury
as unified England. whe mistreated — persescuted
principality  uld often ta npeighborng one. Th umber f synods
onferen attempts to  gulate th statms of th nch the so-call

nonretention agree  ts ¥ 23 L« VIIwasab to Qr agreemen fro
rds that J¢  who ed tothe pality sh ul he seized retirned

tnth  previ us cil

In sp te of these ttemptsto gul tath liv ofthe and soite {the Papal
ulls Greg iry the Great, Gregory the I, Innocent V) which decreed repeatedly that
shod not aS harmed, didaccur ran  The C af ilois, for
example, had  J¢ killedin .7 to eng the alleged death of singl child,

W the orpus delicti could  verbe fonnd. Anather ma; massacre occurre in



Valreas in 1:'47. The chimeral fantasies that J¢  drink Christian bloed fo
medicinal purposes and thatth  kill Christian children to show their contemnt for
Christi  ty had apparently spread to Frane  Thaugh Frederick the IT and several
popes had forbidden th propogati of the “Blood Libel accusations, the sporadi

killings of J¢ tinue until the Jews were expelled from all nf France in = 94

The ews were never totally expelled from Germany tha gh at differen times they

wt b: d from certain tands | d from city states Th frst major rded
curred in th city f ‘ulda in 123 where the J&  w accused

having eansed the death (fthree hildren who butned in  fire day moming

whil th ir arents in i h Th mostse jusand widespread perszcuti ms
in Germany  urred ahout hundred years ater in wh  hundreds »f Je

re killed in Fraokfurt, Nurnberg Mainz and ther This f killings
foll wed th declarati  f Charles IV wha anth calml tokillth Je

as ng they mpens theirKin fo it

Th metives for killing th  Je in Germany financial greed 1d religl
udeophobia—were th same ones fo which the JTews had heen killed in England and

) Y¢ the J¢ in Germany suffered throughont th entire Mi dl Ages
bec: they were never fully banned from the German ands asth were from
Engl din 290 dframFi in Moreov  there was me portunity
in Germany to persecute the hecause wh  they dov from the
were ften accepted, if ted, in  eighboring state

After generati ortw they uld ften be persecuted inthi :wstate dat
times they were even readmitted to their original ocality Vincent Fettmilch and his
Il wers. for example, plundered the Frankfurt J¢  and dra them ut f th

ch ttoin  4,butth rulerofth ghboring ity »fMainz ent boats to
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them. He also sent soldiers to have Fettmilch and his ringleaders hung and ordered
the magistrate of the city of Frankfurt to pay restitution. (Kracauer, 1925).

In the theological sphere the Jews, likewise, received much differential treatment.
Luther, for example, claimed in 1523 that the Jews had every right to reject the Papist
Christianity and maintained that he would have done likewise had he been a Jew.
But twenty years later, in 1543, when he found out that the Jews did not convert to
Lutheranism as he had hoped for, he published his book, The Jews and Their Lies,
in-which he called the Jews ‘:disgusting vermins whose synagogues are devils nests
of insolence and lies . . . ., thirsty bloodhounds and murderous of all Chﬁgtendom

. . together with the lowliest serfs the Jews should be locked up in bamns and
burned.” (Luther, 1523, 1543). (At the Numberg Trials, Julius Streicher tried to
defend himself claiming that the murder of the Jews was not his own but Luther’s

command.)

Luther’s teaching caused the expulsion of Jews from various German cities, but they
were again readmitted and given special privileges during the Counter-reformation
period when the bishops régaincd some of their power. Ironically, the Jews received
their greatest help from the staunch Lutheranng, Gustavos Adolphus. Though he
did not allow Jews to settle in hxs own Baltic kingdom, he granted them certain
-privileges in his conquered territorries. While his soldiers committed horrible
attrocities against the German Catholics, they had orders not to pillage or disrupt the
Jewish population. The Swedish Army commanders found the Jews to be efficient
suppliers for their quartermasters paying them for their services in favors,
consessions, and protection. Some of these favored Jews, the “Court Jews,” became

influential in the governments of various principalities in the 17th and 18th centuries.
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Goldhagen traces the roots of the Holocaust back to the persecutions and the killings
the Jews suffered in the German lands during the Middle Ages. He sees in these
persecutions a rather harsh and brutal ‘Germanic™ type of antisemitism and he
‘believes that it became embedded into the German culture, implying the Jungian
concept of the ‘collective-folk-conscious.” Yet, even a cursory look at the
antisemitism during the Middle Ages shows that the motives for banning or killing
the Jews—religious fanaticism, mythical fears, and economic greed-—-were the same

in all countries.



