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had a t1n'bulent existence throughout E\n'Ope. At certa.in times and localities they.

were free to travel, were granted protection, and given certain privileges and

concessions. At other times they were restricted in their movements, put into

ghettos, heavily taxed, forbidden tomsrry, plundered, tortured, and killed.

Though Goldhagen presents the "Jewish Problem" as an indigenous GeIman one, the

facts show it started in Rome and was present in all European countries. Several

popes had ruled that the JewS must serve Christians for not having accepted Christ,
, .

as formalized by the Decretal of Innocent ill in his "perpetua servitus" in 1205. In

France and in Getman:Y various ecclesiastical and secular rulers often disagreed about

the meaning of ' 'eternal service"-whom and how the. Jews should serve. In England,

wheI'e the authority was more centralized, Edward the Confessor had roled in 1135

that the Jews were to serve the King only (servi camere legis). He decreed that they

were free to travel, pay taxes only to ~ and that harming a Jew would be like

banning the King's property. Though the Jews could not be haImed by others they

,could be killed or banned from England only by "the King's commAnd as it :finally

happened in 1290.

Goldhagen points to the many rltuai murder ac:cusations and the subsequent pogroms
. . .

wwch occunoed in Gem1aD:Y, refering to the German people, he states: "the will to kill
.

.was . . . . embedded deep in their belief about the Jews." However, as documented

by Langmuir (1990) the first recorded accusation of ritual murder occ\m'ed in

Norwich, England 8;rQund 1150. Thomas ofManmoth generated the account of the

"Boy Wit1iam" to show that the Jews still crucify Christians in order to iD$u1t Christ

md to acquire blood for their own riblals. Later, around 1200, the Abbot of Saint-

Mont-Michel recorded that the Jews had crocified "Young Richard" at Pontoise.

En~ acquiIed her most famous mythical victim in 1155 with the death of "Hugh

of Lincoln." Henry ill, King of England, investigated this alledged crocifiction
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them. He also sent soldiers to have F ettmilch and his ringleaders hung and ordered

the magistrate of the city o~Frankfurt to pay restitution. (Kracauer, 1925).

In the theological sphere the Jews, likewise, received much differential treatment.

Luther, for example, claimed in 1523 that the Jews bad every right t? reject the Papist

Christianity and maintained that he would have done likewe had he been a Jew.

But twenty years later, in 1543, Wb,en he found out that the Jews did not convert to

Lutheranjsm as he had hoped for, he published his book, The Jews and Their Lies~
,

in. which he called the Jews "disgusting vexmins whose synagogues are devils nests

of insolence and lies . . . . J thirsty bloodhounds and murderous of all Cbiistendom

. . . together with the lowliest serfs the JewS should be locked up in barns and

b\n"ned. » (Luther, 1523, 1543). (At the Numberg Trials, Julius Streicher tried to

defend himself "claiming that the mmder of the Jews was not his own but Luther's

command.)

Luther's teaching caused the expulsion of Jews from various German cities, but they

were again readmitted and' given special privileges during the Counter-refoImation

pex:iod when the bishops reg,ained some of their power. Ironically, the Jews received

their greatest help from the staunch-L~eran King, Gustavos Adolphus. Though he

did not allow Jews to settle in his own Baltic kingdom, he granted them certain

-privileg.es in his conquered territoIries. While his soldiers committed hom"ble

attrocities against the Gexman Catholics, they had orders not to pillage or disrupt the

Jewish population. The Swedish Army commAnders found the Jews to be efficient
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Goldbagen traces the roots of the Holocaust back to the persecutions and the killings.

the Jews suffered in the German lands during the Middle Ages. He sees in these

persecutions a rather harsh and brutal 'Germanic'. type of antisemitism and he

.believes that it became embedded into the German culttU'e, implying the Jungian

concept of the 'collective-foIk-cpnscious.'Yet, even a cursory look at the

antisemitism dming the Middle Ages shows that the motives for banning or killing

the Jews-religious fanaticism, mythical fears, and economic greed-were the same

in all countries.


