Ch: pte 1w ten

Hitl x> Trrati  lity

T¢ the warld, the European statesm  and to th German Jews, Hitler ften appeared
to he imati nal. He killed Roehm and hundreds of his Bra Shirt ead  begause
th iy ted whil he dismissed some f his generals hecanse they wanted
peace. He signed ten—year nonagegressio pact fqthPolandin 34 th country
he wante tn estroy what he actually did (ve vears later Hitler mentioned in his
early speeches in Munich that th should have heen gassed inth World War,
but after he hecam chancellc ten years later he announce repeatedly that th

German Jews had thing to fear After having called th Russian bolshevists

“he rdes of hrutal mordere for e he¢ gned friendshin with
talin.
Amang his many contradictory arders he sent wha worked inth  defense

industries in Germany to Auschwitz  act which Go dhagen considers irrati nal and

If.dastricti  and indicati f deep-seated, unconsc: us antisemitism. Tn this
chapter it will be sho  that Hitler' contradictory rhetoric an his apparen
irrati nality part  his rationally pursued master lan—to kill th Jews and
enslave the Russi Moreo  itwillb sh that ch nfhis success was due
to this apparent irrationality er ften changed, at times even en tradicted,
th bjectives his master lan, whenever it ta hiz advantage. He did this
cunningly to catch his victims  guard d alsa to fareign diplomats from
wh  he wanted certain

With respec to th Jews Hitler apparent irrationality was most damaging His

he ur-long illogical speeches in the early Munich days made us, and mast of his other
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enemies, believe that he was an irrational crank who could never be a successful
politician. Hence, when Hitler suddenly declared martial law in February 1933, we
Jews had no plan for any defense, and no plans for an alliance with the éommu:nists
or socialists, Hitler’s other opponents who were also persecuted. There was no
escape route and from that day on we could only play a submissive role not knowing
which additional restriction the next day would bring. Our restrictions increased
gradually, but there were also periods of easements which most of us took mistakenly
as signs of hope.

During the 1936 Olympic year, there was hope when some antisemitic posters
disappeared from public display cases, and also, when Goering approved the
establishment of the Jewish Cultural Association (Kulturbund). This allowed the
Jews to ﬁroduce and direct their own plays and musical performances, though it was
forbidden to perform “typical” German authors and composers, such as Schiller,
Goethe, Wagner, Strauss, and others. About half of all German Jews became
members of the Kulturbund (Friedlaender, 1997). Its frequent performances
provided the Jewish community with a pleasant cultural coherence in its otherwise
restricted life.

Few of us realized that the formation of the Kulturbund had other purposes than
'comfomng the Jews. It helped the Gestapo to establish a Jewish Index (Judenkartei),
an attempt to obtain a dossier on every German and on some influential foreign Jews.
Additional data was obtained from membership lists of Gestapo approved Jewish
sports clubs, language schools, etc. Furthermore, the Kulturbund was an early model
of the Jewish Self-Administration instituted by Heydrich at the beginning of the war
and also for the Jewish Ghetto Counsils (fudenrat) in Poland. It gave the appearance
of self-rule though the parameters were strictly prescribed by the Gestapé)‘
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Th Kulurbund had still  ther purpose, In the ey the Germans foreign
diplomats it made the N:  appear very civil. Mast of*  Jews noked healthy and
were well dressed when attending cultural evenings  that ii appeared to th

publi that were still well treated and that thera was ~ urgent eed to help

Th ugh di ntrealize itat the time any abating Hi antisemnitism
m¢ ly e#rdip omati purposes and for the stalling ftime. After the British Prime
minister Nevill Chamberlain, and the ch Premi Fduard Daladi had gned
th P Treaty Munich, Hitl nger needed his facade of civility Hence.
only six weeks after b (erman troops had ved tn the udeténland. th
Pro aganda Minister Goel bels staged the Crystal Nigh Though di this
th ut Hi er": permission, Hitl ond ed  after had happened. When
Himml Goerin suggested that Goebhels relisved of his ze, Hitl

replied that propaganda chi of is valuahle to him than several generals.

The Crystal Nigh o that existenc Germany oming to end. ut

again had  dea what that end woul bhe. TheN:i wanted tn emigrate, hut

thev had taken istof ey and only few of us wh had relatives  friends
abroad, abh ta tain visasand ckets. Our oney taken th form f
“fleeing tax” and atonem  tax’ The latter assessment of hilli

marks for the eath the German nsular offi Paris dforth damag for
the broken showcase windo ~ which the Nz smashed Goebhels command. As
late as J: uary 193 Goering urged his suthardinates to set up offi ~ throughont
Germany to speed up the emigrati of ews. Haalso ked to further the Rublee
plan, nDegota i hetween an Am husiness man the form  German
finance minister Hijalm  chacht, which taking place London. This plan
proposed that th German government pays forth Jew’ visa expense and that the

W ouaranto  oulc buy certain  unt yf German goods after his or
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emigration. This “rescue attempt” was to save several hundred thousand Jews, but
it did not materialize.

Shortly after Goering issued his appeal for emigration Hitler suggested for the first
time that the Jews might serve as hostages and stay in Germany. He announced on
January the 30th that the European Jews would be destroyed if the world Jewry
would start another World W‘ér,. though it was Hitler who started this war just seven
months later by invading Poland. '

Soon after the war started, all emigration was halted and all Jews were assigned to
labor commandos or defense work. The hostage idea was brought ui: again in 1940
when Hitler, on Heydrich’s suggestion, envisioned all Jews to be shipped to
Madagascar. Hitler wanted all Jews to be in one place, so that it would be easier to
inflict reprisals on them in case the American Jews would attack Germany. Some
Jews from southern Germany were already on their way to Marseilles for
embarkment when the Madagascar Project was halted because the British
Mediterranean Fleet had not surrendered as the Nazis had hoped.

By December 1941, Hitler had occupied 19 European countries and an area of Russia
which reached from Leningrad in the north to Odessa in the south and to the outskirts
'of Moscow on the east. Hitler had control over 300 million people, inclusive of five
million Jews and three-and-a-half million Russian war prisoners. He had obtained
all this by lies and treaties, by bombing Rotterdam, and by threats and reprisals—
without ﬁéhting a single major battle. In spite of some apparent detours and
contradictions, in the main he had rationally followed his master plan.

During the first nine years of his dictatorship, he had made no inational decisions

counter to his very existence--decisions which Goldhagen considers manifestation



of deep-seated unco us antisemitism. Hi had decisi nsecam later 942
an 943, wh histroops experiencedth  first  ersals. He refused to rescin th
to kill Russian priso wh  his generals reporte that this practi  had

stiffe ed th Russian resistan hin ered th German ad

Hitler fa had his tr ps to  treat. This ied ofte great and unn
hardship th Wh  this po itec ut to Hitler B8 replied to his
derstha th  shouls avoi being harsh  their en, that di
ITh  redrickth Grea wh he stsoldi Hi nst irrati  TT1 decisian,
perhaps his ost  teful hizs dertn GGeneral aulus  to to th

ard to reak ut his Russian encirclement. ETus that wl break

yy using  incer movement on the Tc thth  elo f General §(fanste
tta kin: simulus Husly th B Hitle angered of th
whi:h tha gh his  eralscaused, forhad  anlus haclewards and did
allyw him to surrender. He ap ted Grensral wb marshal
urage him hey his orders an “to =h hiz |ast hiz ast
eartridg qult surre  ered thres day later Ninety tho
en were taken priso th Russi The entire 6th army estroyed. It

IT tumin po fHitler (Fest, 197 1)

Onthehn fontHi mad likewise terproducti  decisi (inebbels, th
Prc ganda Ministe ed maks Germany free ws ard ire
P beshippedto  and, whil Albert peer th War Producti Minister

th kill I mainly th grinders, to remamn producti
(erman  Hitler (e hels fz The killings f Russi
Jewrish prisoners f war who imorisoned  German trai camps insi

Germany were sh at about 00 per day whil lahar was badly eeded fo

dergro installati



Tt is difficult to ascribe Hitler” irrational decisions to an unconsc: us antisemitism
as Goldhagen does. Onth winning side Hitler”: decisions much rational
than they onth osingside Hitle ul at generals refusing to take
his suggestions. His irrationality seemed to hav been fed )y intense hatred,

only by hatred of Tews hut also by hatred for Russians, the lish  hbility and the
German general class. Afterth ot hislife, he ordered P first batch of eigh
generals to be killed by sl hanging. The rope noose was to he fixed such way
that would  hreak the necls but would chake themsl wly Dn this process
he nrdered their pants to be pulled do that they wonl he eft hangin naked.
Witler had the tire hanging filmed and viewed it th evemng f the day the
hangin took place tudying Hitler” cruelty difficul to discern wh  his

Fiesrmitism ends and where his brutality begins Hitler wasno aly antisemiti

beast bv he also mu nstrously antihuman.



