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enemies, believe that he was an irrational' crank who could 'ne;ver be a successful

politician. Henc~ when Hitler sUddenly dec~d martial law in F ebroary 1933, we

Jews had 1:10 pIan for any defense, and no plans for an alliance with the communists

or socialists, Hitler's other opponen~ who were also persecuted. There was no

escape route and from that day on we could only playa submissive role not knowing

which additional restriction the next day would bring. Our restrictions increased

gradually, but there were also periods of easements which most of us took mistakenly

as signs of hope.

During the 1936 Olympic year, there was hope when some antisemitic posters

disappeared nom public disp~ay cases, and also, when Goering approved the

establishment of the Jewish CultlU"al Association (Kultl.1rbund). This allowed the

Jews to produce and direct their own plays and musical perfo~ces, though it was

forbidden to perform "typical" German authors and composers, such as Schiller,

Goethe, Wa&n.er, Strauss, and others. About half of all German Jews became

members of the Kulturbund (Friedlaender, 1997). Its frequent performances

provided the JeMsh comm1mity with a pleasant cultural coherence in its otherwise

reStricted life.

Few of us realized that the fonnaUon .of the Kulturbund had' other puIposes than

.comforting the Jews. It helped the Gestapo to establish a Jewish Index (Judenkartel),

an attempt to obtain a dossier on every Getman and on some influential foreign Jews.
. .

Additional data was obtained from membership lists of Gestapo approved Jewish

sports clubs, language schools, etc. Furthermo~ the Kultl.n'bund was an early model

of the Jewish Self-Adm.in:istration instituted by Heydrich at the beginning of the war

and also for the Jewish Ghetto CounsiIs (Judemat) in Poland. It gave the appearance
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emigration. This "rescue attempt" was to save s~ hundred thousand Jews, but

it did not materialize..

Shortly aftei- Go~g issued his appeal for emigration Hitler suggested for the :first

time that the Jews might serve as hostages and stay in Germany. He announced on

January the 30th that the E\n'Qpean Jews would be destroyed if the world Jewry

would start another WorId Wsr, though it was Hitler who started this war just seven
, .

months later by invading Poland.

.
Soon after the war started, all emigration was halted and all Jews were assigned to

labor commandos or defense work. The hostage idea was brought up again in 1940

when Hitler, on Heydrich~s suggestion, envisioned a111ews to be shipped to

Madagascar. Hitler wanted all Jews to be in one place, so that it would be easier to

inflict reprisals on them in case the American Jews would attack Germany. Some

Jews from southern GeImanY were already on their way to Marseilles for

embarkment when the Madagascar Project was halted because the British

Mediterranean ,Fleet had not surrendered as the Nazis had hoped.

By December 1941, Hitler had occupied 19 European countries and m area 6fRussia
. . ...

which reached from Leningrad in the north to Odessa in the south and ~ the outskirts
.

of Moscow on the cast. Hitler had control over 300 million people, inclusive of five

million Jews and tbree-and-a-half million Russian War prisoners. He had obtained

all this by lies and treaties, by bombing Rotterdam, and by threats and reprisals-

without fighting a smgle major battle. In spite of some apparent detours and.

contradictions, in the main he had rationally followed his master plan.






